
Vase Making 
by Sam (Krankpod Workshops) 

Please ensure that young children are supervised by an adult when making items, and 
during post handling. 

Materials:  
Air drying clay, A4 card, pencil, rolling pin, paint brush, wooden board, sponge, decorating 
tools, cutting tool, slip (water + clay mix), clean water (please feel free to swap any 
materials out for other similar ones). 

Step 1: 

Make a template using A4 card. Fold card in two, and cut along line with scissors. Fold one 
piece in half again and cut into 2. Now you have a large and small template to choose 
from. 

Roll your clay into a rectangular shape slightly larger than your template. Place card that 
fits best onto clay slab, and gently mark around the card using a pencil. You’ll also need a 
spare piece of flat clay for the base of vase. 



Step 2: 

Remove paper and decorate the clay within the rectangle marked. Cut to shape once 
you’ve decorated. 
 



Step 3: 

Score two sides and bottom of clay rectangle, and use a smaller flat square of clay for the 
base. Apply slip with a brush, to all of the ‘scored’ edges. 
 



Step 4: 

Pick up clay and gently curve into a cylinder/ tube shape, with decoration on the outside. 

Gently press slipped edges together, or have a slight overlap if that’s easier. 
Attach cylinder shape to base and place on paper plate so you can rotate it easily.  

Use a cutting tool to carefully cut away excess clay by rotating your plate, and using your 
tool in a vertical position. Use a wet sponge and water to smooth and neaten edges. 
 



 

Step 5: 

Leave to dry overnight and handle with care. Once the vases are completely dry you can 
paint them with acrylic paint if you wish. 
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